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Green technology uses scienti�c discoveries and advances to push the economic life of the nation (as well as 
the private lives of it citizens) toward less reliance on carbon-based energy, especially oil, and more on renew-
able and other alternative energy sources. Less well understood, perhaps, is both the magnitude and locus of 
the energy problem we face.  Ready or not, welcome to our Green and Clean Future in Logistics and Transporta-
tion!

In the United States today, cars and trucks burn two out of every three barrels of oil. Airplanes account for 
another ten percent. Power plants, by comparison, are just a sliver of the problem with a third of them already 
nuclear- or hydroelectric-driven. Moreover, as much as three-quarters of a company�s carbon footprint often 
comes from its logistics and transportation needs.

The critical component then, of the nation�s oil supply and usage, and the most important variable in any turn 
toward e�ciency and conservation, must be automotive. This focus on autos dumps a vexing problem square 
in the lap of the logistics & transportation industry due to its trucks and vans.

While the popular media focuses on super-e�cient light bulbs and hybrid cars in every garage, our 
18-wheelers and our cargo jets are many years away from electric (much less hydrogen) propulsion. Industry 
leaders must get out in front of the problem by predicting and planning for environmental regulation 
compliance��guring out what needs to be done, how to do it, how it can be done in a way that increases ROI 
instead of adding cost to the company�s operation.

Look for green-tech talent both inside and outside the industry to become increasingly important to logistics 
& transportation operations over the next few years.


